
Plain Local Schools Foundation Awards Scholarships
The Plain Local Schools 

Foundation & Alumni Associa-
tion presented 14 scholarships 
totaling $9,750 at the GlenOak 
High School Senior Awards 
Ceremony in May. The Plain 
Local Schools Foundation was 
created in 1989 to help insure 
quality educational experiences 
by serving as a receptacle for 
special private gifts and funds 
on behalf of Plain Local Schools.

Below are the individual schol-
arship funds of the Plain Local 
Schools Foundation & Alumni 
Association and the 2015 
award recipients:
Florence Elizabeth Barr 
Memorial Scholarship

This scholar-
ship is in memory 
of Florence Barr 
who was not only 
an outstanding 
female athlete, 
but also a re-

vered educator in the Plain Local 
School District. The 2015 Flor-
ence Barr Memorial Scholarship 
recipient is Abigail Palombo. 
Receiving $1,000 towards her 
studies at Akron University, Pal-
ombo will major in Advertising.  
Palombo was a four-year letter 
winner in Soccer and two-year 
letter winner in Track along with 
being 1st team All Stark County 
and 1st team All Federal League 
for Soccer her senior year.
Brian D. Beck  
Memorial Scholarship

Honoring 
2008 GlenOak 
graduate, Brian 
Beck, and his 
love and passion 
of the Plain Lo-
cal Health Tech 

program this award is given to 
those pursuing a health-care or 
medical related degree. Funding 
for this scholarship is through 
the annual “Father’s Day 5k” 
race created by Brian’s family 
featuring special awards for 
father / child finishers. Receiving 
$1,000 towards his studies in 
Pre-Physical Therapy at Walsh 
University is the 2015 recipient, 
Lawrence Daya. Daya partici-
pated in the Health Tech Pro-
gram at GlenOak and lettered 
for the GlenOak Swim Team.
Thomas Filicky  
Memorial Scholarship

Mr. Filicky 
began his teach-
ing career in 
1967 for Plain 
Local Schools 
as the Voca-
tional Electron-

ics teacher at Oakwood High 
School and later GlenOak 
High School. He was honored 
as a Martha Holden Jennings 
Foundation Scholar in 1969 and 
was selected “Teacher of the 
Year” in 1991. In 2005, he was 
inducted into the Plain Local 
School’s prestigious Hall of 
Distinction. This annual scholar-

ship is awarded to a GlenOak 
High School graduating senior 
who has demonstrated the high 
qualities and character that Mr. 
Filicky exemplified throughout 
his life as a teacher, mentor, 
leader and friend. SaBrianna 
Lever is the 2015 recipient of 
the $500 award. Lever will at-
tend Bowling Green University 
to major in Film Production or 
Visual Communication Technol-
ogy. While at GlenOak she was 
a varsity basketball player and 
was a student in the GlenOak 
Video Productions program.
Plain Local Schools Alumni 
Association / Drenta  
Family Scholarship

Awarding 
$500 scholar-
ships each year 
the PLSAA / 
Drenta Family 
Scholarship was 
established to 
award graduat-
ing seniors of 
GlenOak High 
School who is 
the child or 
grandchild of 

any member of the Plain Local 
Schools Alumni Association. 
The scholarship also honors Vic 
and Darlene Drenta, whom are 
both alumni and career educa-
tors of the Plain Local School 
District. The 2015 recipients 
of the PLSAA / Drenta Family 
Scholarship are Sarah Kutz and 
Rachel McNew. Studying Edu-
cation at Ashland University, 
Kutz participated in Teacher 
Pathways program at GlenOak 
and was a two-year letter win-
ner in Track and Field. McNew 
is entering Ohio University with 
an undecided major and was a 
three-year letter winner in girl’s 
basketball.
Bill Mease  
Memorial Scholarship

Dedicated to 
a former Plain 
Local Super-
intendent and 
educator, the Bill 
Mease Memo-
rial Scholarship 

honors the man who strived 
to improve the educational 
opportunities of thousands of 
children in this community. Bill 
was the inspiration and driving 
force behind the concept of a 
community high school campus 
among other educational pro-
grams that laid the framework 
making Plain Local an excellent 
place to learn. This scholar-
ship is awarded to graduating 
seniors who demonstrate excel-
lence in academics and at least 
three of the following four areas: 
athletics, leadership, the fine 
arts and community service. The 
2015 recipient, awarded $1,000, 
is Anna Grunder. Attending 
The Ohio State University this 
fall, Grunder plans to major 
in Health Sciences. Grunder 

participated in International 
Club, Student Council, Key Club, 
Teen Court, Ohio Model United 
Nations, Yearbook and National 
Honor Society at GlenOak.
The Glenwood Class of 
1962 Scholarship

This scholarship is estab-
lished by the graduates of 
Glenwood High School Class of 
1962 with monies raised dur-
ing class reunion events. The 
members of the Glenwood Class 
of 1962 feel strongly about giv-
ing back to current students in 
their pursuit of higher educa-
tion. Receiving the 2015 awards 
of $500 each is Anna Grunder 
and Rachel McNew. Grunder will 
attend The Ohio State Univer-
sity in the fall to study Health 
Sciences. In January, Grunder 
was named The Repository Teen 
of the Month. McNew is entering 
Ohio University with an undecid-
ed major and was a three-year 
letter winner in girl’s basketball.
Abbey E. Foltz  
Memorial Scholarship

Abbey Foltz, 
a 1999 Glen-
Oak graduate, 
lost her coura-
geous battle to 
cancer in August 
2000. Although 

frequently hospitalized and on 
treatments during her high 
school career, Abbey overcame 
insurmountable obstacles and 
worked hard to achieve her aca-
demic and personal goals. She 
had the courage, drive and per-
severance to finish high school 
and subsequently attend The 
Ohio State University. It was ob-
vious to anyone who caught her 
sparkling performances in May 
Shows, musicals and concerts 
that the performing arts were 
especially important to Abbey. 
Abbey’s parents and family, all 
of whom were also Plain Local 
graduates, have established 
this scholarship for GlenOak 
students to commemorate Ab-
bey’s love for music and to honor 
her memory. Receiving the $500 
award this year is MacKenzie 
Babics. Studying Neuroscience 
(Pre-Med) at The Ohio State 
University this fall, she was a 
member of Concert Choir, Cho-
rale and the dance / color guard 
team while at GlenOak. Babics 
also held several lead roles in 
various dance productions and 
school musicals, along with 
participating in International 
Thespian Society and National 
Honor Society. 
Tydin Miller  
Memorial Scholarship

Tydin Miller, 
a 2005 gradu-
ate of GlenOak 
High School, 
embraced the 
many challenges 
she faced. Begin-

ning with her life as an orphan 
in Viet Nam, and then mov-

ing half way around the world, 
learning a new language and 
culture, Tydin developed a posi-
tive attitude toward everything 
she encountered. With the help 
of her family, friends, teach-
ers and coaches, Ty became 
a persevering kid full of hope 
and happiness. She always had 
a smile on her face and was 
genuinely kind to everyone she 
met. Tydin’s family and friends 
have established this scholar-
ship to celebrate the life of a 
young woman who helped others, 
worked so hard and never gave 
up. The 2015 recipient of the 
Tydin Miller Memorial Scholar-
ship, receiving $500, is Emily 
Esway. In the fall, Esway will 
attend Stark State University 
to major in Dental Hygiene. While 
at GlenOak she participated in 
Cheerleading and Yearbook staff.
Plain Local Teachers  
Association Harry Timpe 
Scholarship 

This scholar-
ship is awarded 
to graduating 
seniors who will 
be entering the 
education field 
and demon-

strate the characteristics of 
an outstanding educator. Harry 
Timpe was a dedicated and pas-
sionate career-educator in the 
Plain Local School District. The 
effects that Timpe had on his 
students were everlasting and 
changed the face of education 
in Plain Local. The 2015 Harry 
Timpe Scholarship recipient is 
Brianna Coy who will study Early 
Childhood Education at Walsh 
University. Coy ran Cross Coun-
try and Track, was also involved 
in National Honors Society and 
volunteered at various commu-
nity organizations. 
Matthew W. Fox Memorial 
Music Scholarship 

Established 
by his parents, 
family and many 
friends after his 
tragic passing 
in an automobile 
accident, this 

scholarship captures the spirit 
of Matthew W. Fox by recogniz-
ing a graduating GlenOak senior 
who shared the same passion 
for music and plans to pursue a 
major in music at the collegiate 
level. Matthew’s passion was 
to write, perform and teach 
music professionally. He was an 
active member of the GlenOak 
Music program where his love 
and compassion for music was 
unsurpassed. The 2015 recipi-
ent of $250 is Brandon Young. 
Studying Music Education / 
Music Production at Kent State 
University in the fall, Young was 
a percussion player in band 
since the 5th grade and has 
won numerous awards for his 
video productions as part of 
the GlenOak Video Production 

program. In addition, he has held 
numerous acting roles in school 
and community productions 
while also being recognized for 
scripts he has written. 
Haws Leadership  
Scholarship

This scholar-
ship was estab-
lished by Plain 
Township Trustee, 
Scott Haws, 
upon his elec-
tion to office on 

his promise to give back to the 
community. The scholarship is 
awarded to a graduating senior 
best exemplifying an excellence 
in the academics and the areas 
of community service, leadership 
and athletics. The 2015 recipient 
is of $500 is Caitlin Hawkins. 
Hawkins will attend Kent State 
University to major in Biochem-
istry / Pre-pharmacy. While at 
GlenOak, she participated in 
National Honor Society, Helping 
the Hurt Club, Strings and was 
a member of the cross country 
and lacrosse teams.
Peter N. Cazantzes  
Memorial Scholarship 

An educator 
for over 30 years 
in Plain Local, 
Pete Cazantzes 
dedicated his 
life to improving 
the lives of those 

around him. He demanded the 
most out of his students and 
gave selflessly of himself to his 
community. The Cazantzes fam-
ily and friends have established 
this memorial scholarship to 
recognize a Plain Local gradu-
ating senior who has shown a 
dedication to his or her com-
munity and exemplifies good 
character. The 2015 recipient 
of the $1,000 scholarship is 
Nicholas Golina. He has partici-
pated in Congress, Public Forum 
Debate, and Lincoln Douglass 
Debate. He participated in Teen 
Court, National Honors Soci-
ety, Academic Challenge, and 
is 1st Chair in the High School 
Jazz Band and the Akron Youth 
Symphony Bass Section. Golina 
will be studying Economics with 
goals to pursue a social science 
career after graduate school.

The Plain Local Schools Foun-
dation & Alumni Association also 
raises monies for elementary 
grants, scholarships and district-
wide events while also growing the 
endowment fund. Over the years, 
more than 29,000 alumni and 
Foundation friends have contrib-
uted more than $600,000 to 
the foundation general endow-
ment fund in addition to the 
above scholarship funds. 

To establish an endowed fund, 
give a gift to benefit the students 
of the Plain Local School District 
or for more information, contact 
Diane Pilati, Executive Director at 
foundation@plainlocal.org, or call 
330-491-3870. 


